% > F< 


MONTHLY REVIEWERS: 


- 


* 
1 


CONTAINING N 


CznsUuREs and RESEN TMEN T, 


2 * 


3 1 20 23.2 


way, 


wo ande o ter Shang MilbSharibus] 1 


cially their Title-page Remarks on the ExEMPLAR, 
RR fulfilling. 


4 | 1 


A * 6 . WF 2 . 1 es . 
173 27 7 7 "+. ft, 1 77 ny on © \ vid 346A * 8 
220 #45 n „ „„ 1315 1 *. 548 24 
1 vt. 1 e — 


A brief R 0 cial er f the PLan of the Wong, 


5h ind ; ” . 5 3 f 
g = 4 
« M4 « 7 „ raced 
* 4 © PT «> E : I - : 4 * * v. wo 1942-4 1. was 3 
* * 0 3 


AND | | — 


4 . i k - 
& 5 * ; 
SOME ADDITIONS 
* 
* 3 
* 
pe” * 
$5 
3 


1 6 nc 
Printed for the Aurhok, and Sold by all the Mk 


* 


655 | ſellers in Town and Country, 
5 MDCCLXXT, 


{ Price One Shilling. 


- - 
* 
4 
* 7 
FL 
* JEST 
: - 
4 
3 
8 0 2 
8 9 
4 * * 8 3 4 w 5 
* 2 * 1 
- > — 


* 
* 


4 * 


94 a 4 
92 + 
4 el M6, 


OY 


Es VO OG, 


s 
4 
LS 


4 


3 WAS 


" 
* 


* 


* 
N. 7 


5 
10 
— 
* 


2 

* 
3 
» s; 7 


2 2 r —— ꝗ cr 


PEERS 


—— Dane bow fi —— —ü—— fn rr — —ͤ— 


— 


. Sy 


* 


2 ů — Ts: 


AE 


— 
— 2B Ab << 


aA gn 


— EEE 


„ AIA YAHTHOM 


O44 IM PLHOD 


e AUTHOR, 


Fn nt to D EVO TION 


FY; # $ :4 3 4 132 0 3 vs 11 72 * EY! 4 4. = 


on SEVERAL OCCA SIONS, 


Indifpenſably requiring the true Chriſtian's Attendance, 
Third Edition vigh 1 10 Toll: M _ A 


Rs 15 'ry GHz I0 7 £ 11 353 


ner * BN nd 


—— — — — —̃ — — — 9 * * — 9 — * — 
4 ＋ y * * 
= — {} E 0 3 
£ =” CE 4 FR 1 * 
JJC fa ome AST at Baer? 
* 4 
wag; i 
VI RFI EY? . Mi £84 © 1 $48 „ 
134 . ail 
8 4 1 . 
5 | 211144 1G 5100 29114 } : 
” : ” 
o 
' | j 


7 S 4 4 SH 4 ti 6 - ww, & 1415 * 2 1 ; 64 2280 8 2 ? . # 
r bl 4 $7 3 „ F „ 1 © # J4i £ #7 a 48 
: x 
33 n . 5 712 * ' T7 6 2 | IR . 
OE S474 nt $447} 7.2 5s [ 17 ti # 7 #1 iat! 5 E #77 3 


4 


74 * Yo * N OE 83 7 : " 

«+ {4 $3 4 1 "Son's 2011 r 1 * * 4 : LF 2 
. % * * 8 7 

# Ire Mik! 2 8 EY 'S5 - a 13558 & . ES 


of g * -# 4 


* . 


Aorness ohh the Moxraty Review, 
** $ 10 + 4. ; 4 » ri” 7 [3408 7 7 «7 # by 
— + SAT $4 = — — & 1 2 £4 49948 24-7445) S/S# 1 
HR eee 61 30% r i: Hem 
EIT a egen I. 121160 
"x6 £45 Ek ; 474 CP 7 Tv < EN | 2 ; -”- 
CC „ inn 18Y 
j 47, * 8 * : : : > 2 
ne E | 
; ERR od LIND. © PANE SRIS ELF 54 FF ILTEE 
75 +3 } #66 4 2 — 717 * T If gl - * 
u 2142 5 22 wit | 412 10 
N. your lat vol. xhii. p. 80. is a l 


point out an inſtance of your partiality, "and 


duty you owe to the public No this mult 
neceſſarily. include, a ſpecial duty which evety 
individual author has a right to expect from you, 
in regard to your reviewing. their writings. For 
tho? it be voluntary in you, nothing can now ex- 
cuſe your indiſpenſable duty, to review them, or 
the neglect of reviewing them Juſtly, their pro- 


perty being affected by it; and giving ſuitable 


information to the public For if juſtice is not 
done to each individual, with impartiality, Cane 
dour, and equality, as far as poſſible, the pub- 
lic too , mult; be impoſed vpon.— And in your 
proper conduct then as to this matter, imme- 
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ene n that very duty you ſpeak of: it 
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arefrequently taking. occaſion to mention, the 
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TE. 
is. this FH Os lep weng you have peculiail 
engaged yourſelves in, which conſtitutes this 
duty to both ; writers elpecially as well as read- 
ers. To diſcharge it then, in an adequate man- 
ner to this definiflon of it; the importance of the 
ſuljedt under conſideration, lays the principal and 


n AN 


| Wee claim to your notice, in due proportion and 


egree, preferably to every other matter. Por 
it too often happens, that the art and ſkill of the 
maſter in compoſition, is apt to deceive, capti- 
vate, and ſeduce the mind of his reader, to ad- 
mire mere empty garniſhed ttiffes, inſtead” of 
lely worthy realities of the greateſt concern- 
ment. But! it oüght to be Geferbell; chat Rifle, 
"diftion, arrangement f thoughts, and turn of 
periods, Sc, 8c. in the manner of the author, 
Fab poibly "compenſate for want of -— th in 
is ſubfect; whilſt ſubje&-matter of importa 

1 in ſome Tort make vp for mere decke 5 
WWE of writing upon © ets bans” tba 
This 1 1s "what you have not 19 regarded, 
0 48 to avoid many inſtances; i in which you have 
Jadly. deviated - from this track of your duty. — 
.Fo or. certainly of all ſubjects Which it concerneth 
us to know, the revealed will of God to his crea- 
ture man, is the Prime, moſt deſirable, and moſt 
. beneficial in this world. For from this rich Tourte 


"I is, a divine Providence' continually ſuperin- 


_ rending events and affairs,” both great and mall, 
. here below, is Uncle niably diſcovered, and bis 
. diſpenſations 


CTIA 

difpenſations- towards ſinners entirely juſtified.» 
Revelation then, is the greateſt poſſible comfort 
and- bleſſing that could be e on . 
world. 12 
Now in coneurtenem with this view of Jour 
ſcrupulouſly profeſſed duty, in regard to the ſtate 
of things among us, it ſometimes ſurpriſes one 
to ſee the inconſiſtency of your conduct. Whilſt 
you have ſo often announced your opinion, and 
Rl openly declare 'yourſelves ſtrenuous advo- 
cates for the true Lnitarian plan of religion, and 
have ſaid many extremely good and forcible 
things to point out and recommend that one 
thing needful, a ſpeedy reform in our Liturgy 
and Church Eſtabliſnment; yet on account of 
that inexcuſable contempt and inveteracy you 
have repeatedly expreſſed, towards the very 
pious and excellent authors of -The Niuftration bf 
the Holy Scriptures, the firſt ever drawn up on 
that ſcheme of the only true and pure chriſtian 
- morals, and Preſented to the lower claſs of peo- 
ple, at this time purpoſely bewildered-and blind- 
ed, and drawn aſide from the enjoyment of ra- 


tional religion and ſocial virtue; you are exceſ- 


_ tively blameable. (See vol. xx. p. 50.—xxiii, 
Pp. 251:) . But thank God! the vaſt ſale of this 


moſt uſeful compilation, ſtill continues, I be- 


lieve.— Which ſeems to betray that boaſting aſ- 
ſertion in favour of your moderation and impar- 
? ads vol. xlii. p. * as not a little doubtful, 


— - or 


| 
1 
f 


D 
17 
1 
| 
13 
1 

7 
1 
Ir 


4 


t 6 1 


or mere n — on wrong grounds; 
For I think it will be difficult to make out the 
öneonteſtible proofs you ear © SV Per in 
Sh matter. | tow 
But that herein you have ſadly; viſtaken * « the 
*; duty-owed to the public or elſe are a ſmall 
matter lax in your too often affected ſcrupuloſity, 
48:undeniable from this; that if it be agreeable to 
the divine will that © in the end knowledge ſhall 
<..be encrealed,” to decry and deſpiſe a work 
ſo well calculated to promote that gracious. de- 
fign, is eſpecially, in you dangerouſly perverſe. 
But the extenſive call with: ſuch Avidity. for this 
hook, is demonſtration of its great utility to 
Chriſtianity in general: And that ſuch a compi- 
lat ion was excetdingly wanted, to convey to the 
People the knowledge of truth, as far as the 
learned" have yet been able to diſcern it; and 
therewith to adorn religion in its native heaven 
i born beauty and comelineſs, and to make it ap- 
Pear again in itſelf, quite rational, pure, and prac- 
ticable. And alſo what muſt be ridings of great 
joy to true and pidus believers, is to find ſuch a 
reſpectable number of thoſe who receive this 
good ſced gladly; and cheriſh it in their hearts, 
in calm and compoſed reſiſtance to all buſy, 
bluſtering, turbulent EnthuGaſts; which at this 
time in hit nation, extraordinarily. diſturb the 
peace of the church and comfort of honeſt mens. 


| Las and ftrzve to obliterate the principles of 


nature 


®; 


tual 
nature and reaſon impreſſed; upon them; it bes 
ing found * profitable for doctrine, tor; reproof. 


00 for correction, for inſtri tion in een 
— ' neſs,” &. 


Surely. then, here is a a ſomewhat. pretty; weighty 


charge, bearing hard againſt you; which vn 


haye to anſwer for at the awful bar of the in 
ſial public. Where likewiſe, theſe: worthy ,ag- 
thors {till follow you, with amiling taunts at your 
expoſed imbecility and griping diſappointment;— 
Neither is this the defectibility of your unifor- 
mity only. — No, no! not ſo indeed. This there- 
fore I ſay, is a ſtrong and ſtubborn proof of your 
prepoſterous hehaviour and inconſiſtency at leaſt; 
and ought long ſince to have extorted from you 
an acknowledgment of it, praying for pardon in- 
ſtead of repeating the crime, no thereby ren- 
dered irre parably great and paſt recompence. 
- But tho? it is plain you cannot hurt them, your 


love is not thank-worthy - unleſs in your ſo con - 


ſpicuous candour and great indulgence, in not 

dropping ane word about their N. T. to pre- 

judice the ſale of it, which therefore continues 

with ſeeming rapidity. But your inconteſtible 

- *5 proof of amen now becomes a little 
- dubjous. 3 Ee :0h I 9 

If it be demanded, nk 1 me pate 

8 people's affairs, better able to plead: their 


. caple un am. 1 en e as being a 
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| faithful friend and well-wiſher to genuine Criſe 
tianity, the practice of virtue, and eternal hap- 
pineſs of God's rational creature man; which de- 
pend in ſome meaſure . your conduct in this 
buſineſs, laying you under an obligation to for- 
ward this ultimately ſole divine purpoſe” of his 
| exiſtence. So that I cannot think animadver- 
ſion can well be more deſervedly incurred than 
by / yourſelves, from the very "nature of your 
office; the principal abjects of which ſhould be, 
to direct and aſſiſt the ſtudies, fix the taſte, laſn 
vice, correct manners, rectify morals, and incul- 
cate virtue in general, amongſt us of this dege- 
nerate age. Notandi ſunt tibi mores.” A truly 
laudable deſign, but vaſt undertaking indeed 
To effect theſe important purpoſes then, with the 
greateſt efficacy, ſurely a due attention to the re- 
vealed will of God, demands the firſt place, with 
whatever evidences can be produced by its friends 
- n atteſtation of it. No as to this, the fulfilling 
of prepbecy is the moſt obvious, as well as the 
ſtrongeſt that is poſſible to be afforded. to an un- 
deſerving world. — Let us en men Jeri in 
another ſore place. ee. n, 
This brings me to aa main jnlepivs of the 
preſent letter :—Namely, to remark upon a like 
quite unpardonable inconſiſteney, to call it nothing 
- worſe, in your reviewing books on this peculiar 
topic. In vol. xx. P· 162 * in in- regard to the 
% laſt volume of Dr. Newton's Diſſertations, you 
3 | | 52 ſay, | 


L 9:1 


ſay, the ſ ubject of itisrhe Revolation of 95 John: 
„% A book, which we are not afhamed to declare, 
c we do not underſtand.” — This is paying the 
learned author but a poor compliment, after all 
the pains and labour he has beſtowed upon it, 
and had fo well merited your encomiums on the 
former two volumes. But Why do you not? 
There is a ſhameful difference between ban not 
and will not, which laſt T'think"Tſhall:ſaon prove 
to be the real caſe,—And moreover; after Hav. 
ing ſpoken favourably at all, in vol. xviff. p. 45. 
of that enormous heap of learned lumber, a moun- 
tain in labour moſt truly, and ridiculus mus, its 
offspring! Myſtery built on myſtery, a dreadful 
pile] more incomprehenſible than all the cabala 
of the: Jews; therefore rendering the prophecies 


null and void to all intents and purpoſes. Does 


not rd pr, perfeyerances" ent A 


: hat! can poſſibly. excuſe for ſuch quinicalaty 
contemptuous, unaccountable neglect and diſre. 
gard, towards the moſt highly inſpired prophets 
of out God | when relating ſuchi deeply intereſt. 
ing concerns, as are the ſtate and ſituation of 
things in the preſent and all future ages uf His 


church; which too many learned inen do dar- 


ingly preſume to affect and endea 
courage. And whereby this moſt ——— 
book of the Revelation, and many other parts of 
n * 6 the lame n 

are 
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Fw } 
are made of no uſe or value: and conſequently 
tends to ſap the very foundation of all revelation 
in general founded thereon as its chief corner- 
ſtone, and moſt convincing teſt of its truth that 
gan be offered to the mind of rationals.— Such 
behaviour is ſubtle and mean, proceeding only 
from marble-hearted; ſcepticiſm, or rather daunt- 
leſs and confirmed infidelit :: | 
Plainly to ſhew how very incongruous you are, 
J vill produce a paſſage from the laſt quoted 
place, where ſyou vouchſafe to ſay, If we con- 
e der: the difficulty of the undertaking, and the 
. ill ſucceſs which fo many who have writ: upon 
es the Revelation have met with, the pious au- 
ee thor of this performance may be allowed to 
claim an exemption from cenſure, for what 
might be reckoned tediouſneſs on a leſs in- 
e tricate ſubject. We do not read works of this 
Kk ind for amuſement,” in order to which elegance 
of writing may be neceſſary, buy chiefly for 
the improvement of our underſtanding, On 
and even prolixity for the ſake of truth, may 
iet become kxcuſable.. I muſt; here then take 
the liberty to contraſt this paragraph, with ano- 
ther which is ſo injuriouſly affecting my. dwn in- 
tereſt and condern for promoting the ſame good 
end, the improvement of the underſtanding” 
zon 'this . intricate ſubject, by which I humbly 
Wee * Mr es 4 an 


91 92 exemption 


1 

10 exemption from cenſure.“ See vol. xl. p. 69. 
And whether the above · quoted paragraph might 
not full as juſtly and aptly have been referred to 
here, and applied in favourable reſpect to the 
Exemplar as the other book upon the important 
ſubject under conſideration ? or whether the 
learned are more properly entitled to apology for 
tediouſneſs, prolixity, and want of perſpieuity, 
than the unlearned? Or when upon a par in theſe 
reſpects, whether the latter alone deſerve to be 
ſtigmatized with dulneſs and utterly. exploded, 
whilſt the former are eſpouſed at all adventures, 
merely as ſuch ? I will, 1 ſay venture to appeal 
to common ſenſe, which merits indulgence moſt 
of the two. Nay I will refer i it to thoſe; yery 
„few people which have cared. to peruſe theſe 
« 1 (alas poor: me] who have troubled my- 

el to write and ſome to read, but not Monthly 
Reviewers it ſeems) four bunured and teotnty= 
«© four large quarto pages on the prophecies ſup- 
© poſed” (long ſince by ſome, but ſtill doubted 
by others) to be contained in the viſions of 
* Daniel and the revelation of John, beſides a 
„ Proem of forty- three pages more indeed a 

* formidable appearance ! with a tedious 
_ © title page: an exaZZ (or nearly) tranſeript of 
« which we have patiently given“ God! en- 

creaſe your patience, Sirs, ſay ..— | 
_ Muſt I now thank you for the pleaſure you 


have afforded me, in ſo frank an acknowledg- 
B 2 | tnent 5 


Ty” E 

ment; that my vaſt labour in the Title- page a- 
lone, hath ſo exceedingly anſwered my utmoſt 
wiſhes, ' as * fortunately to ſave you the trouble“ 
(che intolerable awakening trouble no doubt) 


5 = of endeavouring to give The diſcerning reader, 


0 à more particular idea of this voluminous per- 


0 pe — What hopes might I not con- 


ceive therefore, that this number of pages, cannot 
fail to ſucceed far beyond my moſt enlarged ex- 
pectations ? Hence the poignancy and brilliancy 
of your ehoſen proverb on this occaſion, ex pede 
Herculem, inſtantly becomes quite intelligible and 
diſtin as to the intended alluſion of it, and to 
retort it muſt ſeem to the diſcerning reader,” 

exceſſivehy a propos and ſmart. For I have ſuffi- 


cient reaſon to ſuppoſe farther, that my tedious 


title · page hath been of much more uſe ſtill, viz. 
of Javing you tb trouble of reading it too- "How 
Lock this, when you found you were quite 
winded, Juſt at ſtarting in your courſe of animad- 
verſion. Or elſe in page 357 you vould have 
been diſcompoſed by another irriſiſtible call of 
duty, to have ſeen and faid—as little as poſſible 
'of the religious contemplation T preſume. But per- 


haps this title-page contained not matter enough 
for ſarcaſm *. However you may © fortunately” 
weft, afſuted to find, the e e b bre 


Fe” s 


—_— — | 


(3 * This little Tra& I 4 ordered, my | Bookſeller | to * 1 


| gratis with each of the Exemplars they fell being e 


2 part of it. 


2 1 | Proper 


| [{ 193 3] 
proper quantity of perfectly prepared narcotics, 
ſecundum artem, which will not fail to e 

with a rare comfortable nap when wante. 
But this is not all yet by far. vol. xli. p. 95. 
et ſeg. in this article are ſome: paſlages, that a- 
mount to a poſitive avowal of infidelity; fome 
expreſſions, bold and raſh. for even a profeſſed 
Deiſt. The whole of it, is daring and preſump- 
tive; an inſult to common ſenſe, not approachs 
ing the outſide boundaries of reaſoning; but re- 
plete with oroſs ſophiſtry, riſes only to trite ob- 


jections againſt Revelation and Providence. e 


« ntither know there is a Revelation, nor what is 
« revealed. Both are matters of opinion, and 


<« ever have been, and probably ever will be, 


the ſubject of doubt and diſputation. And a 
little before Can it be ſuppoſed (you aſk) 
that any © unintelligible part of a book was in- 
„ ſpired by God for the benefit of Man.“ This 
then is an aſſertion that ſmaſhies at a ſtroke great 
part of the Bible, viz. . the prophecies . But 
the gauntlet is picked up already. Gent. Magaz. 
1768, p. 29, 30.“ For all that theſe (the ene- 
mies) can ſhew, therefore, Chriſtianity (or the 


Bible, che Bible, quoth Chillingworth): tho”. 


* it contains theological difficulties Which man 


< in his preſent ſtate cannot ſolve, may yet be 


true.“ Let us leave it to theſe doughty 
461 82 n ry: 626-44 Dit W 240 ; argigH no HHITTTEF 

+ * Which we are not aſked to declare, we do not 
”T 8 en ion 2585 ©; mt 


ov: Rs champions, 
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one another. Sure I am then, that you here 
ſnamefully pervert the good intent and uſe of 
your inſtitution, as cenſors of books and literary 
littors. And certainly that phyſician muſt be de- 
linous-himſelf, who ever pampers patients in an 
infectious putrid fever. Debinc ut quieſcant, por- 
ro moneo, & agſinant maledicere, omalefafia ne noſ- 
cant ſua. Now do you not (pray exeuſe me for 
plaguing you with ſo needleſs a queſtion) betray 
one ſpecies of party: ally- ty, or being to a party 
an ally tyed down? What think you? you will 
probably call this an unſeaſonable mere pun up- 
on a word, tedious and formidable? indeed 
Fur-my-dab- ling in puns, is I trow ad te- hidecus 
enough, and quite out of 4be elements of ſuch ela- 
borate critics T —But it is yet fraught with too 
much truth and ſoberneſs, for you to join in the 
laugh. For here we cut to the quick, and touch 
the bottom of the wound, Which is deep and 
hollow indeed, diſcharges a thin ichor hot and 
acrid, and the very bone begins to appear ca- 
rious; ſtinking enough to poiſom the by · ſtanders.— 
And tho I am not a/hamed! to acknowledge my 
want of ſxill in this operation, have long thought 
it needful the knife ſnould be handled ee 
A little more freely and ſufficientl p: 

126 Here are now then, ſins e * <r 1 
commiſſion . out and ſet in 72 99 8 


* 1 * 


es we * * * 


N N. B. ee ay xxvi. p b ici 
you 7 


E 1 J 
vou 25 2 body, incorporated L mean, and. tg, in 


1 


bie to bar anfwencd; far by raid) delinquents | 
before the Searcher of Hearts, Who will bring 
every work into judgment, with every. ſecret 
| 45 5 and idle 0 80 —You. have ipdeed done. me 


| ; man, 


170 igt ſo 1 as 'to render it . 
impoſſible to be guelled, at by others. — But g at 
laſt, greatly to blame me for g giving trouble with 
one ſide of the mouth, whilſt with, the, other, 
you gladly acknowledge the favour of. my o for- 
tunately providing vou a quick diſpatch 3, Was 
enough ſure to diſtort, or throw the, whole face 
into terrible convulſions, unleſs the tongue lucl kily 
happened to be fit to ſerve both ſides of the 
mouth at once, but then 1 think you muſt have 
chattered more; or perhaps like ſome other queer 
birds of our own. Feat, you are ſometimes 
Pouble * iel it's true might Naur 
erve 


1 
ſerve. to keep the features on a. ballance quite 
compoſed” and 'Tegular, -. It ſeems moſt : likely, 
that the very opening of this huge volume, na- 
torally threw the mouth of this Pions Reviewer, 
into the like dreadful operation, the j Jaws wide 
extending together with the book, in correſpoh- 


5 Nepal; 3 and thus 00 bye 1 of parts,” | 
as, phy 1 icians hraſe "i it, the motion, of the right E 


. 


hand would be apt to proceed expanding, till i it 


communicated” the ſame ſympathetically to its 


4 rother member, and ſoon would ſuperinduce an 
"univerſal. ſtretching and "yawning of the whole 
Eotporeal frame. So that preſently the capital 
weiber thereof, the head, 1 ſuppaſe, dropt ſmack 
upon the table ſnoring, overwhelmed in deep 
refundity: of copitabyndity. — am” unwilling to 
diſturb or awake you, good Gentlemen. — S0 but 
"one ” confi deration more, and perhaps I ſhall dif- 
Fells; 700. —If it faved you the © trouble of en- 
* deayouring te give an idea of the voluminous 
ie performance,“ then it is acknowledging, that 
this laid title· page, tho? tedious, has its excellent, 
Proper and intended uſe, of fortunately too fav- 
[ing Me, Printer, and Purchaſer, a deal of loſt 
time, 1 to endeavour to write, to Print, to read, 
"three or four pages of a 7. able of Contents, — The 


Fiſt concfuſion from which premiſes i is, viz. that 


"Was (ſuppoſe) pages more could Have done no 


p bod, nor been an addition to the <4 formidable | 


ee made“ already 1 as likewiſe vice 


verſa, 


— 


=, 


—— 
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verſa, that one title-page is longer, contains more, 
than four others added to it “. This brings to 


my mind again, a like paradox on the Nalra- 


tion, and admirably well untavels it. —When you 


obſerve their diſhoneſty, in not acknowledging 


their authors, &c. Why tis true, as an acute 
writer hath very lately ſaid, it would have proved 


that they could read as well as write.” —But 


really I ſhould never have thought, in a work of 
this nature eſpecially,” it would have been likely 


to contract its bulk, and ſo lowered the Expence 


to ſubſcribers, as you have ſhrewdly hinted. — 
The thought is ingenious ; and divulging | it, ho- 
neſt to a ſeruple, or leſs.” © 68 

But as I fear youm encomiums vouchſafed me, 
are rather from conjecture drawn from my ſub- 
jeR, than oy aſſurance you have endeavoured ro 


® A groan! a e Oh !- What a. pity Was not 
kind enough, to order one copy to Fes preſented your body- 
corporate with, printed upon ſuch ſort of Paper as, that, va- 
luable hiſtory of Tom Thamb.—For it would have ſerved | 
a middle-aged healthy man the remainder of life,” to have 
peraſed, with eaſe, on all neceſſary occaſions ; and would have 
been pure ſoft, without the leaſt danger of ſeratching 
And I fear, no fai cook in town, will N above 3d. for 
your 148. copy. | 

N. B. I have thrown this together im a note at bottom, 
that it may be ready, (as it were in a little fide-box on pur- 


| poſe) to ſerve any corporation which may happen to want 


in haſte.— Mart. Scrib. from his Ro of W 1 as he * 
morouſly calls his ſtudy. - FL 


C obtain, 


* 9 4 ] ' 
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obtain, from my manner of treating it; I will 
now ſecond the juſtice you have deigned to my 
character, by informing the public, what ſome 
few others, ſerious, pious, good men, have ſaid, 

and on their own certain, knowledge, in appro- 
bation of it, by letter, — The firſt I ſhall recite, 

is from an honeſt” ſenſible man, who has made 
himſelf well-known and reſpected, as a zealous 
advocate for the unitarian ſcheme, by ſome ſmall 
emiſſaries ſent expreſs.— « I greatly eſteem your 
<* ingenious production, and think it highly wor- 
<« thy the approbation of every Chriſtian, —The 
« rational piety that-breathes through the whole 
« work, is a ſure proof of the goodneſs of your 
heart; and can't fail of being ſerviceable, to 
« your readers. I think you have made many 
important diſcoveries, and thrown great light 


« upon the prophecies. —But I don't take upon 


* me to be a competent judge of ſo nice and 
abſtruſe a ſubject.— I own no part of your 
book pleaſed me better, than the Introduction. 
© The Trity of Cod is my darling theme,” — 


will now tranſcribe parts of a letter from a real 


Chriſtian Worthy, who hath done very eminent 


fingular ſervice to the church, by contributing 
main additional ſtrength towards removing f- 


fectually (I make no doubt) the ſurlieſt ſtumbling- 


block, that in the path of their ſublimeſt duty 
hath ever of old obſtructed: peace and unity a- 


mongſt 


} F 


* 
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5 mongſt her belt members, and fill prevents the 


preſent reformation of her rituals.— * Your: va- 
Juable performance (as I muſt beg leave to 
ſtile it, notwithſtanding the cenſure of the Month- 
ly Reviewers: it is dated April 7, 1769.)=The 
| Reviewers ſeem to me. to be prejudiced againſt the 
ſubject. matter of the book (The  Exemplar); ; and I 
dare venture to affirm that they have never pe- 
ruſed the Whole; if they had done it impartially, 
they might with juſtice, and conſiſtency with the 
duty they owe to the public, have recommended 
the main tenor of ſo well- intended and uſeful a 
work to the attention of their readers. —T bumbly 
preſume that they might have expreſſed them- 
ſelves to the following. effect. — * The public 
* is here preſented with a valuable work of a 
« worthy lay gentleman 1 upon an important ſub- 
l ject of revealed religion, calculated to eſtabliſh 
te it upon a ſtrong foundation, viz. Prophecies 
& fulfilled. —Tho' every particular interpretation 
«© here delivered may not ſtrictly hold, yet his 
< ſcheme. upon the whole is certainly right, and 
«deſerves the attention of ſtudious chriſtians.— 
« A ſpirit of piety, zeal for the genuine doc- 
6 trines of Chriſtianity, and an awful regard for 
“the wonderful diſpenſations of Providence, are 
„ obſervable through every part. Whatever 
imperfections may be juſtly attributed to ſuch 
a laborious compoſition, every candid Chriſtian 
« will generouſly overlook, for the ſake of ſo 


2 „ much 


ov + 
4 


—— vom 3 
. 


ce much pains taken in the. cauſe of rational re- 
« ligion. by a Jay gentleman, which could pro- 


* ceed from no other motive but a deep con- 


« viction of its truth and infinite i importance; 
and conſequently ſuch a work is more capa- 
« ble of producing -good effects, than if it came 
<« from an author ſuppoſed, to be intereſted in 
% his profeſſion, —Belides the grand object of the 
ebook, viz. an expoſition of the prophecies of 
« Daniel and St. John, there are many uſeful 


E particulars intermixed, and ſome of them of 


<« a very affecting nature, which cannot be read 
without ſuitable impreſſions made upon the 
6 mind. The introduction has a natural ten- 


« dency, to give a final overthrow to that grols 


66 opprobrium of our eſtabliſhed church, viz. 
6 the Athanaſian doctrine and worſhip F. And 
« as an increaſe of popiſh converts has been 


1 © lately complained of, there 1s with the greateſt 
4 propriety added, an addreſs admonitory to the 


*:4 In She Fat dated 1 "th of November 1769, he fays, 
« communicated 7he Exemplar to a diflenting miniſter, 
« who when he had read only the introduction, and ſome 


3 few other parts, fincerely profeſſed, that notwithſtanding 


4 « all the rational things that had been advanced upon that | 
« ſubject, and he ſeemed acquainted with it, he never met 
4 with any thin ſtriking and deſtructive of the Aibana- 
% fan Trinity is what he found in the Exemplar. Which 
4 ſentiment delivered to me, who had taken conſiderable 
40 pains upon this very point, ſeems very remarkable, and 
Jam * OT the language of his heart.“ 


Ep 4 members 
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members of the Roman communion, pointing | 
« out in a ſtriking nature the great hazard to 
„their ſouls by a wilful continuance in ſuch a 
« corrupted; church. Upon the whole, we re- 
« commend this pious and well- intended per- 
<« formance, to the careful peruſal of the friends 
< to rational religion, and make no doubt but 
they'll find the contents adequate to what is 
« promiſed in the title-page.”—T fincerely, think 
that the Reviewers might have delivered ſuch 
ſentiments (tho doubtleſs they would have ex- 
preſſed them in better language) without de- 
rogation from their character as public critics. 
As they have ſeveral times profeſſed them- 
ſelves friends to genuine revelation, one might 
naturally expect, as you tightly obſerve, that 
they ſhould recommend to public notice, at 
this critical juncture, every compoſition calcu- 
lated to ſupport the Proteſtant cauſe in renn, 
to the grand impoſtor Babylon ibe Great. 

This was indeed quite unſolicited, unexpected; 
ieſelf ſpeaks the pure and undiſſembled motive. 
And what is here produced, will I hope be al- 
lowed to be more than ordinary teſtimony as to 
the ſoundneſs of the dorinal parts of my work: 
But tho! it is full and copious, and as I hope juſt 
and true to the point; yet I 5 n e 
gence of my readers. Xt | 

I preſume you will be apt to. aki me 


A 
* þ 


A 
* 


pretty 


warm and zealous, but at the ſame time flatter 
| 8 myſelf, 
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el will N diſcern the honeſt and bene 
volent heart, and believe me a fincere friend to 


the beſt intereſts of mankind; and accordingly 


can betray nothing unworthy or unbecoming 
fach.—Theſe will appear no more than truly 
characteriſtic and conſiſtent qualifications, agree- 
able to my opinion of the viſible ſtate of things 8 
in the world, at the preſent buſy and turbulent 
period of it. Of conſequence therefore I may 
hope, my production will not yet be charged 
with uſterility, or found even an unprofitable 
work. Nay perhaps not quite deſtitute of amuſe- 
ment, or of affording proper means and matter 
of curious entertainment to the contemplative 
man of virtue; commendably expreſſive of true 
chriſtian temper, and the very ſpirit of reforma- 
tion, by warmly pleading the rights of con- 
ſcience and religious liberty, ſo highly ſubſer- 
vient to N encreaſe the knowledge of that Truth 
<« as it is in Jeſus; which ſhall make us free in- 
« deed.” If the aſſertion of a very late ſmart 
writer on theſe prophecies, be be ſpoken with ve- 
rity, viz. “ The Lord is Hewing both by his 
i word and providence; that all national churches 
t are antichriſtianz (if for no other reaſon) be- 


% cauſe they are national, and ſo commit forni- 


n cation with the kings of the earth.” And I 
conjecture, the longer we live, the leſs doubt 


will remain upon this ſhort queſtion; by a bleſ- 


ing on the continual » ſerutiny and 
| '5 5 reſearches 


0 
| 
| 
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| reſearches of thoſe honeſt conſcientious - perſons, 


who are concerned to promote. the honour. and 
extend the influence of the Chriftian Church, in 
its diſcernible genuine characteriſtic purity, into 
theſe conſpicuous and diſcriminating ſacred marks. 
and ſignatures to point it out by... ; 


And now then before 1. conclude, ay me e beg | 
leave to ſay ſomewhat too, in favour of our par» 


ticular ſubject itſelf, Propbecy; And I am much 
miſtaken, if you learned gentlemen do not ſoon 
find, ſuch unaccountable degree of contempt and 
diſregard to the very many excellent things which 


have been ſaid upon theſe enn ieee pow 


bert to recoil on yourſelves. 
And for this purpoſe, I will venture to pre- 


ſume on my readers candor and generoſity, to 
permit me to tranſcribe a paragraph from the 


Exemplar itſelf, p. xix, xx. Bur allthis while 
« it is a very comfortable reflection to every 
cc true believer, that God hath never left him» 
« ſelf without very ſufficient witneſs, in all ages 
« of the church, of being its omnipotent guar- 
cc dian and kind protector. 5 And tho? his viſible 
« and open communication. to his clect people 
& hath gradually declined, as they have eſtranged 
7 themſelves from him by wilful ſin and wick- 


« edneſs; yet a flight comparing of the grandeſt 


ce events of paſt times, fince the captivity of 


« Babylon, recorded in profane hiſtory, with the 


Ce * ſyſtem of Ain Prophecy, will afford abun- 
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« dant ſatisfaction to a well-diſpoſed Chriſtian: 


rendering the doctrine of a general e 
very obvious and undeniable. And that he is 
eaſily diſcernible by a more immediate and 
particular ſuperintendance over his church, at 
this latter period of it, is the ineſtimable pur- 
port of the prophets likewiſe, eſpecially to de- 


Clare and aſcertain. To make this compariſon 


therefore, is the profeſſed intent of this eſſay.— 

And preſuming on the truth of prophecy, as 
a proper datum on which to proceed with firm 
footing, then, from the wonderful correſpon- 


dence that will be ſeen between the paſt events 


and predifiions relative to the Chriſtians, what 
is here at firſt only ſuppoſed will be quite eſta- 
bliſhed paſt all diſpute, and vice verſa. And 


certainly to accompliſh this thing, is of the laſt 


importance in the cauſe of religion that can be, 
to fave it from the raſh violence of ſceptics and 
infidels. Becauſe as miracles are the ſureſt 


teſtimony to the divine authenticity of any re- 
ligious inftitution, and of all miracles the moſt 
noble and ſublime in itſelf, as well as gracious 
and univerſally beneficent in its kind, and 


therefore beſt ſuited to raiſe and preſerve in 
the minds of ſerious men, worthy conceptions 


of the dignity and majeſty of the Supreme 


Being, is the infallible completion of divine pro- 


pbecy; therefore this is (perhaps for this reaſon 
* chiefly) the only * obvious and ceaſe- 
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leſs miracle, admitted to the world during the 
preſent condition of it; as a criterion by which 
to diſtinguiſh the true Church of God from the 
multitude of impoſtors, aliens, and enemies 
therein : as likewiſe, in an eſpecial manner, 
her own peculiar, natural, and firm members, 


from ſuch as are. diſtorted, or corrupt apoſta- 


tizers from her. The former of theſe pur- 
poſes is anſwered, by a ſecret, but effectual 
interpoſition of Providence over the whole, 
conſequential of a divine inſpitation (i. e. in 
conformity to the prior ſcheme and ſyſtem of 
Revelation and Prophecy, as laid down) in 
the ſacred authors endued with this wonderful 
gift, and which are only to be found in the 
holy ſcriptures belonging to the Fews and 
Chriſtians, as their excluſive property: and the 
latter of them, by a regular ſucceſſion of events 


in Chriſtendom, juſtly anſwering to an antece- 


dent circumſcribed plan, evidently the effect 
or geſult of unerring Wiſdom and Omniſcience 


alone; in order to purify and aggrandize his 


peculiar members, and in the end, raiſe hig 
church triumphant and glorious over all baſe 
pretenders, hypocrites, and Slaſphemess. And 
which finiſhing plan, ſo very long ago drawn 
out and publiſhed, is now ſo far actually 
opened, and by notable fa&s made manifeſt, 
as really to have remaining but little myſte- 
rious or difficult to explain, in the tranſcript 
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of it; the poſitive ſigns and ſymbols under 


which it 1s purpoſely obſcured, (till by length 


of time and experience they are rendered in- 


telligible) being now well underſtood, and found 
to be invariable and uniform. And indeed, from 
the grand eras of prophetic times, being ee 
many or moſt of them arrived and paſſed by, 
the reſpective periods of duration commencing 
therefrom, for the fulfilling of the ſeveral re- 
maining parts of the plan, are eaſily calculated, 
and their ending diſcovered: Enough having 


happened (as will be ſhewn) in the exact com- 


pletion of this bleſſed ſcheme, to give us of his 
age a ſufficient knowledge of the extent of the 
calculation, or nu mbers, directing thereto; and, 
in ſhort, the matter, ſubſtance, ſubjects, and 
places, that the Prophets were here inſpired 
to notify to us, are thus reduced to a certain 
method of being explained. Inſomuch that 
what was to the Ancients matter of conjecture 
only, is now aſſuredly known, and their er- 
rors ſtand corrected by the Moderns.—And 
not improbably, theſe predictions are better 
underſtood by us at this day, than even by 
the ſacred authors themſclves, when the Holy 
Spirit dictated to them what ro write; and 
confequently we have ocular demenſiretion OJ 
their veracity, and the truth of Prophecy 
in general, and undeniable proof of their 


minds being by the Holy Spirit of God ac- 
4 tuated 


E 

<« tuated and impelled.”—On the whole there- 
fore I may reaſonably conciude, that as Scrip- 
ture is proved by the ſure word of Prophecy, ſo is 
Prophecy by Calculations at laſt. And in thts 
ſo very eſſential reſpect, I dare promiſe the reader 
abundant ſatisfaction, by far exceeding what can 
ariſe from all that hath ever yet been advanced to 
the world, to ſpecify the perſpicuity, correſpon- 
dence, regularity, and exactneſs, of theſe pre- 
cious parts of Holy Writ; and by which they 
appear to carry their own evidence with them, 
and prove themſelves, 

For I think wy reader will ds find, the 
ſyſtem I have gone upon for explaining theſe 
wonderful prophecies, is exceedingly minute, ac- 
curate, and conformable to the emblems, marks 
and ſigns employed by the holy penmen, to de- 
ſcribe in this metaphorical and beautifully de- 
ſcriptive language, theſe ſtrange diſorders then 
coming on the Chriſtian world, (and therefore 
from Prophecies fulfilled, now ſhewn to be 
moſt undeniably demonſtrative of their plenary 
inſpiration.) And which ſeem to me (at leaſt) 
ſurely to be ſo very plain and obvious in them- 
ſelves when compared with paſt events, that I 
muſt own I am quite ſurpriſed to find it, very 
materially different from the plan which others 
(the Literati) have hitherto generally adhered to, 
in nearly an uniform manner. Theſe diſcrimi- 
nating Mars, ſhort hints, and intelligible no- 
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tices, the moſt admirable minuti.e of our Prophets, 
ſo peculiar to this their ſy mbolical ſtyle and hiero- 
glyphical kind of ſacred ſhort-hand, never yet fo 
duly attended to, I have in ſome meaſure pointed 
out to the obſervation and approbation of all Pro- 
teftants for the future, I ſhould greatly hope; at 
leaſt in the moſt material parts of them. And 
by the help thus obtained, their difficulties are 
nearly cleared up, their harmony ſhewn to be 

amazingly great and momentous, their truth 


eſtabliſhed beyond all poſſible doubt of ingenuous 


believers, and ſuch as truſt not to the ſole ſuf- 
ficiency of their own feeble reaſon ; and i in ſhort, 
their multifarious ptedictions, are reduced to a 
level with the common underſtanding of every 
faithful and ſtudious enquirer.— And moreover, 
here is demonſtrated ſuch a degree of preciſion 
and certainty in my calculations of the divine 
myſtical numbers and fixed times for the eyents to 
happen, as cannot fail ſure to raiſe admiration 
and wonder even in an honeſt Infidel s. And to 
conſider theſe concurring numerations and fym- 


* See Monthly Review, vol. xlvi. p. v3 « "Though it 
«+ muſt be acknowledged that there is a great and ſurpriſing 
<« reſemblance between ſome paſt events to which particular 
10 predictions have by learned men been applied, and the 
15 deſcriptions which are given in this myſterious book.” 
How conflrained to make ſuch a cautious acknowoledoment ! 
what reluctance in producing this fide-mouth'd conceſſion ! 


what e to "PO forth * untimely, half- formed 
birth! l | 
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bols of the different prophets vouchſafed to the 
world in ſuch. diſtant periods. of it, as relating to 
the grandeſt events and occurrences to come to 
pass at particular ſtated portions of all future 
time; will eaſily excite adoration with devour 
ſurpriſe, in the heart of every. true believer, 
But that the remarkable prophecy of Daniel 
in his 8th chap. which was, as I haye plainly 
ſhewn, exactly fulfilled in its primary intent, by 
Antiochus Epiphanes : ; and tho it has been ever 
looked upon as typical in its full intent and 
meaning, of the days of Anticbriſt, yet ſhould ne- 
yer. * be applied to ſuch important uſe.— 
Nay, that it ſnould, I fay, ſo peremptorily, EX- 
preſsly, and awfully, declare the very © time of 
© ThE Exp,“ and ſtill has remained till this 
age of Chriſtianity unobſerved or undiſcovered, 
(to the beſt of my knowledge i it is ſo) is ſurely 
aſtoniſhing! And this uſe of it, I think, I may 
affirm, without boaſting or preſumption, 1 is here- 
in fulſy and clearly effected; from a ſtrict re- 
gard to the molt ſurpriſing coincidence} in numbers 
and times, and correſpondent. ſimilarity'in widely 
ſeparated, various, and grand events; 1 ſay, from 
a devout attention to actual Prophecy fulfilled : 
On which my ſeveral encreaſing portions of cal- 


$$: 


period * the world and diſſolution of its prefent 
diſordered ſtate, here evidently foretold by the 
Wonderful Munk in . {ymbolical lan- 


guage, 
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guage, on this ſolemn particular occaſion, are 


founded, and thereby reduced to the greateſt cer- 


tainty imaginable, as appears on Inſpection only 
of my tables of theſe affairs, ; 

Theſe calculations and applications of the 
numbers or times, the periods, given us by theſe 
two Witneſſes, are moſt of them therefore quite 
new, and I muſt ſay plain and complete; found- 
ed on and adjuſted to the grandeſt æras and events 
that have hitherto come to paſs in Chriſtendom, 
(to which the Revelation is ſtrictly limited, tho' 


a particular by all overlooked before me) con- 


formable to this divine ſyſtem of prophecy, and 
now ' manifeſtly fulfilling all around us: That 
ſubſtantial and victorious - teſtimony of the truth 
of all inſpired Revelation, that ſhall level Wiek 
the duſt all the proud battlements of infidelity, 
And if this be only faying what is true, as I truſt 


it is, 1 may be allowed to add, that my expla- 
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ever offered to the conſideration of devout ChriC. 


tians. And I think I. can innocently preſume 1 
have confidence towards God | that it will ſtand 
the ſevere teſt of future times, of being a more 
than ordinary production for 12 preſent age and 
the author, conſidered in all circumſtances. 
But to be yet a little more particular, ſuffer me 
to ſubjoin, that I preſume you will find here this 
ineſtimable book of the Apocalypſe, more. clearly 
and fully laid open to view, than ever has been 
accompliſhed Z 


E 
accompliſhed before; or at leaſt ſet in a better 
method, and with additional helps for ſtudy, 
and needs not learning to comprehend it; in 
theſe two eſſential reſpects for which it was ma- 
nifeſtly permitted us, viz. the predicted times or 
periods of its grand cataſtrophes happening, and 
the chief ſubſtancè it was intended to admoniſh 
and documentize us in. As to the int - you be- 
gin perhaps to think I have already ſpoken of, 
in more than ſufficiently elevated terms. But I 
will yet mention in confirmation of it, one ſpe- 
cimen, viz. the preſent war between the Turks 
and Ruſſians, which ſeems likely to put its vera- 
city to the utmoſt proof. And is the motive 
that determined the timing of this letter F: And 
I will previouſly venture to affirm, that if my 
explanation of chap. ix. is not right, it never has 
been rightly explained at all, as will be eaſily 
ſeen by comparing. And from my cloſe atten- 
tion to ſome peculiar hints and notices introduced 
in it and periods of time mentioned, and my in- 
terpretations and calculations accordingly, pre- 
ſume you will ſee no cauſe to blame me for think- 
ing, that the very ſpirit and genius of the Reve- 
lation, a book ſo exceedingly inſtructive and ad- 
moniſhing as it appears in general to be, and 
the ſubjects of this chapter in particular, afford 


+ And for the ſame purpoſe, ſee likewiſe a plauſible con- 
jecture in regard to the French nation, now very near at 
hand being aſcertained, in p. 316—19,— 

| us 
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us reaſonable ground to imagine, the Oltoman 


empire will not be brought to its period at Con- 
Jantinople, till about ann. 1850; and then not by 
the power of either Conſubſtantialiſts, or Tranſub- 


Rantialiſts, nor will be cut off by the ſword of 
any Trinitarian Idolaters, but by ſome ſudden 
and extraordinary event, in the ordering of an 


auſpieious Providence. So that theſe full-inſpired 
metaphors, emblems and numbers compared with 
the correſponding paſt events, times, place, and 


manner of their happening, will herein appear 
mutually to illuſtrate and confirm each other; 
and can I be miſtaken therefore, if I fay you 


will find labor ipſe voluptas. 

Bur /econdly, as to the ſubſtance of the Apecg- 
Hypſe, it may be properly included under the fol- 
lowing heads, viz. Firſt, the perſons accuſed— 


2dly, the accuſations laid to their charge—3dly, 


the puniſuments denounced for them—-4thly, the 
times determined for theſe inflitions to over- 
take them. —The firſt of which only hath hi- 


therto been with any deſerved accuracy pointed 


out, the other three being more fully eonſidered 
here, than ever before has been attempted. For 
as to the laſt of theſe particulars, the ſimes, 1 
have already ſaid enough in commendation of 
my own unequalled performances to raiſe your 
expectations: As to the third of them, the pu- 
ni/hments, little can be ſpoken poſitively concern- 
ing it: But on accotnt of the ſecond head, rhe 

accujations 
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Aetufations here Ms ſee eſpecially Br. bo. | 
mas Newton's Diſſertations excellently well fitted, 
ſo far as for this his truly laudable and profeſſed 
deſign of defending. Revelation in general againſt 
the Daß as they affectedly ſtyle themſelves. 
(See yol. I. Dedication. ) But yet may not the 
Pure and pious Unitarians, be here juſtly per- 
mitted ſill openly to lament, the narrowneſs and 
deficiency of his plan? and wiſh he had with. 
equal ſagacity, perſpicuity, and eclat, extended it_ 
to this part of the argument, the dofrinal as well 
as prophetic, in his vol. iii.? likewiſe full as intel- 
ligibly exhibited in this very wonderful and com- 
prehenſive book, yea with even unavoidable de- 
ciſion; as eſſentially neceflary, in full ſupport of 
uniform and invariable true Cbriſtian Theiſm and 
rational worſhip, againſt 4 miſtaken or corrupt 
oppoſers. But in ſuch complete ſort, I believe 

this is the firſt attempt of the kind: And Which, 
I flatter myſelf, will adminiſter ſome juſt cauſe of 

triumph to the Unitarian plan or mode of faith, 
if the fore-cited aſſertion be juft, taken from the 
teligion of Antichriſt oy That all national churches. 
« are antichriſtian.” For elſe the common ad- 
verſary may join iſſue, and with too much force 
and urgency reply againſt this learned writer with 
truth, That the chief and principal defign of 
this book is evidently the revelation of the wrath 
and ire of an offended Deity, againft every ſpe- 
cies and degree of idolatry, as well in the worſhip 
E of 
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of the One only true God, as by the uſe of falſe 
ones; and the horrid ſpirit of perſecution and in- 
tolerance.—And this is too glaring a truth to be 
denied, as I have demonſtrated from the em- 


blems, marks, figures, and entire form of the | 


ſacred dialect here employed. And even his di- 
vine indignant reprehenſion of nominal Chriſtians 
who © keep not themſelves unſpotted from the 
% world,” for their kewarmneſs and half. zeal for 
4 pure religion and undefiled,” is expreſsly de- 
nounced too in this connected and complete body 


of Prophecy, as will be found in my remarks 


upon the Seven Churches, particularly the Laodi- 
cean. Or ſurely if ſo material a part of this in- 
tereſting ſubject be wilfully neglected, and not 
quite cleared up, purged, and freed from all 
poſſible exception; and indeed if ſuch a wild 
ſtock of it, Myfery! is not entirely grubbed up 


from the very roots and caſt out of God's vine- 


yard, but only bruſhed off above the ſurface, ex- 
perience ſhews, alas! too many luxuriant branches 
will {till remain, under which, as in a thick co- 
vert, the ſly fox may think eaſily to ſnelter him- 


ſelf, or through which when E at laſt to 
find a timely eſcape.” 


It now I hope only remains for me to wiſh to 
God ! that I could ſee more promiſing expecta- 


tions, that this my work and Jabour of love, 


were finiſhed in ſo complete and firm, durable, 
and weighty manner, as to prove ſufficient to bat- 
BY. Sr 33 
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ter down all the ſtrong-holds the inſidious foe 


may attempt to raiſe againſt it; or more pro- 
perly, I will in Piteous concern cry out, Oh 
that there were ſuch a heart in them that they 
CY would fear God,” and with all diligence and 
honeſty give theſe moſt. important matters a can- 
did- examination, without which, their retaining 
ſuch unreaſonable and obſtinate prejudices againſt 
theſe irreſiſtible conyincing evidences of God's 

own gracious © revelation of his wrath: againſt 
e all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men,” 

is an actual confirmation of their abſolute apoſta- 
cy from ſaving truth. For here it is we ought 
to give the Infidel no quarter, but to drag him 
from behind his weak retirements and baſe ſub- 
terfuges: this is the topic with which to preſs 
him to the very death; much rather than trying to 
weary him out, by running the beaten round of al- 
tercation, hitherto frequented over and over again. 


| Iris the ceaſeleſs gulli of prophecy, that * grow- 


< ing evidence,” he moſtly blinks at; being the 
ſubject which above all announces the deadly 


menace, and muſt prove at laſt the perfect kill- 


ing-ſtroke of all ſcepticiſm, and effectually ſe- 
cure the truth of divine revelation. Let us then 
deſpiſe his ſtale ſophiſtry and pitiful cavils ſo often 
already refuted, and to ſo little purpoſe © through 


* an evil heart of unbelief ; and. challenge the 


beſt Pyrrhonian champion to the combat in this 
fair field, and fear not in the leaſt a complete 
victory will attend us. 


E 2 I will 
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'T will now embrace this proper opportunity 
to lay before the public for their approbation, 
the ſyſtem T have formed of theſe prophecies.— 
My hypotheſis then is briefly as follows, and 
Which 1 hope will be thought a conſiderable im- 
| provement, and confirmed at ſight ſo to be by the 
text itſelf. And firſt, the ſeals J have expounded, 


as a comprehenſive viſion of the ſtate and condi- 


tion of the Church only, and 70 the end of the 
world. And the features and marks by which 
this is indicated, are fo exceedingly obvious and 
expreſſive, that it is very ſtrange they could be 
ſo long abſolutely -overlopked or miſtaken.—The 
fr ſeal 1s chiefly a caricature of this viſion, ſhew- 
ing it to be purely reſpecting the Church; and 
gives us a copious diviſion of the whole into 
three main parts, diſtinguiſped, 1ſt, by the white 
borſe, denoting ſwiftneſs, in alluſion to the ſpread- 
ing of the goſpel when i it '* went forth conquer- 
ing. 2dly, A bow, as à ſuitable emblem for 
him that fat upon the Horſe, viz." the Nord of God, 
for-uſe during the war and conflicts raiſed by its 
enemies againſt" it. Yet we are here given to 
underſtand it is * to conquer“ at length, and 
the completeneſs of the victory is fignified— 3d, 
By a crown, in readineſs to be put on by this 
faithful and true « captain of ſalvation,” when 
this NN event 1s fully come (Ch. xiv. 14. 
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Kix. 11, 12, 13. compared, which are ſynchro- 
niſms,)—The ſecond ſeal, exhibits the red (bloody) 
horſe of Mahomet, * and there was given unto 
ce him that ſat thereon a great ſwor ” to render 


it impoſſible almoſt to miſtake him.— And * 


third, is portrayed with the diſmal Hack one of 
Antichriſt adyancing to the combat. Theſe two 
grand apoſtate ee bearing all down before 


them to the ground, and trampling under foot 


all oppoſers. The ballances in this ſeal are plain- 
ly emblematical of the prices ſet on abſolutions, 
indulgencies, and the numberleſs wicked inven- 
tions to enrich the V bore of Babylon. The fourth, 


a pale horſe, is ſeen, evidently prophetical of her 


deviliſh perſecutions.— The fjth, accordingly dif- 


covers to us the ſouls of the martyrs, crying to 


heaven againſt her, — The ,b, affords us a moſt 
aſtoniſhing picture of the dreadful judgment on 
theſe horrid blaſphemers.—And the /eventh, con- 
traſts it with an animating ſketch. of the millenni- 
um for the righteous. —Theſe characters, you ſee, 
are quite all through lively, juſt and ſtriking, 
That of the trumpets, (the - alarming inſtru- 
ments of clangor to war,) we find to bear prin- 
cipal relation to political ſtrife, though in ſome 
connection with ecclefiaftical tyranny, to attain 
worldly power and greatneſs: both which in con- 
junction raiſed up St. Paul's Man of Sin to ſupre- 
macy and Godſhip over all, enthroned in his 
heaven- u upon earth at myſtical Babylon. And 
28019 | becauſe 
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becauſe the final ſupremacy of the beavenly king- 
dom, which the 7th ſeal deſcribes, will be gradu- 
ally worked about and effected, at laſt, by the 
natural means and inſtrumentality of the trumpets. 
from which the concurrence and connection 
throughout of theſe two mentioned viſions is ap- 


parent. The ff trumpet, is a prediction of the 


burning of Rome by Aaric a Goth. The ſecond, 
foreſnewed the taking of the ſame metropolis by 


Oadbacer, and thereby his total deſtruction of the 


name of the empire in the Weſt.— The 2hird, 
prefigured the cruel practices of the adulterous 


ehurch. As does the fourth, the long night of 
darkneſs that hath ſo univerſally prevailed—and 
which regularly brings us to the 5h; wherein 
we meet with an ample detail, of the riſe of the 
Mahometan impoſture, and the ſucceeding hiſto- 
ry of the Ottoman family from firſt to laſt, via. 


from his acceſſion to ſovereignty, advance into 


Europe, and laying ſiege to Conſtantinople.— 
And the ih, foretold their immediate capture 


and poſſeſſion of that capital, and continuance 


there of theſe divinely deſtined ſcourges to apoſ- 
tate Chriſtians, till the above computed time is 
come. So that; we now undeniably find, the two 
firſt propheſied the fall of the Veſiren empire. 
The two next, the ſubverſion of its eccleſiaſtical 
polity, by a total apoſtacy. And the laſt two, 


the introduction of the ſword of God's anger, in 


cious 
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cious wickedneſs, by the overthrow of the Eaſ- 
tern empire in both church and ſtate,—A highly 
finiſhed piece then, this, ſure. This brings us 
to Chap. X. which begins a new viſion, that of 
the Thunders:. and which, with the two laſt woes 
of the XI. Chap. 1 imagine is to finiſh the pre- 
ſent confuſed ſtate of affairs in the world, And 
by a calculation I have made, confirmed by paſt 
events, which comes exactly to the fall of Liſton 
by the late earthquake, (finely delienated by the 
mighty angel ſetting his feet on the ſea and earth) 
it adds great grandeur to that cataſtrophe to allow 
it the appearance it therefore ſo juſtly demands, 
of being the very actual commencement of this the 
final period, or laſt days of ſublunary things, in 
the prophetic import. And whether the peculiar 
aſpect which affairs have ever ſince then aſſumed 
amongſt * the idolatrous nations,” | doth not 
much countenance this very alarming particular 
of my hypotheſis, ſhall be left to every ſerious 
Proteſtant's own reflections upon it.——The two 
next chapters. have been always ſtrangely con- 
founded together, and not ſeparately appropriat- 
ed to their proper ſubjects, but which will be 
found preciſely noticed here: viz. the XII. Chap. 
interwoven with the account Daniel hath helped 

us to, both to ſtrengthen and heighten the co- 
. onde of this moſt elegant piece of hiſtorical 
tapeſtry ; I have conſidered as purely relating to 
the Pope of Rome, atthe head of this ſhameful a me- 


retricious 
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retricious Church from firſt to laſt; i. e. from tlie 


firſt cecumenical council at Nice, anno 325, when 


my calculations take date, till her diſaſtrous exit 
amply ſpecified Ch. XVIII. about twenty years 
after her neighbour the falſe prophet at Conſtanti- 
nople. And this too is eſtabliſhed to full ſatis- 
faction, by ſuch things already happened as ap- 
pear obſervably in character. And the beginning 
of Chap. XIII. as preciſely of the Weſtern empire 
in the time of Charlemagne, anno 800; which 
requires therefore not only a different æra to be- 
gin our reckoning from, but length of compu- 
tation too for the 42 months, peculiarly appropri- 


ated to diſcover the time of the deſtruction of the 


Beaſt, (as is already fully confirmed by the fall of 
Liſbon). to thoſe of the days and times, &c. above 
mentioned for the demolition of the dragon, as 


well as other horns to befigure him out with. 


And the latter part of it, from the 11th ver. to 
the end, I explain as relative to this empire' of 
Babylon the Great in its moſt elevated and fuperb 


| condition both of church and ſtate, with the 


Pope as ſupream head over all. And which is 
clearly ſignified to be the grand event, that this 
viſion of the trumpets is intended to prefigure. 
Here is likewiſe a ſurprizing diſcovery, in regard 
to the myſtical number 666, proved by a har- 
mony in numbers and typical correſpondence of 
events and times. The viſion of the vials, bear- 


ing ſuch near reſemblance to the trumpets, I have 


looked 
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booked upon as favourable to the opiniog, that 
they are prepared to be poured out during the 
time of the millennium, in actual and direct pu- 
niſhment for the outrages committed by thoſe 
&« who had received the mark of the Beaſt and 
2 worſhipped his image,” being the ſeventh 
trumpet and third woe. I have afterwatd taken 
occaſion to trace out ſtrong reſemblances between 
the deſcription of the un churches firſt planted 
in the Eaft, Ch. II. III. and appearance of par- 
ticular events in all ſucceeding times. The pre- 5 
ſent ſeems to draw towards the beginning of the 
Laodiceun, approaching much too near her cha- 
racters of Iukewarmneſs and opulence, ſo exceeding- 
ly remarkable over all Europe *, Tou will like- 
wiſe find a paraphraſe on Daniel's 70 Weeks, as 
a double propheſy, and reſpecting the ſecond ad- 
vent of Maſiab the Prince.” Which contains an 
extraordinary agreement and coincidence in times 
and events, exhibited by two calculations ſet ſide- 
ways together in another table: one in reference 
to eccleſiaſtical and the other to civil concerns, 
or the ſpiritual and ſecular dominion of the whore, 
And thus my two general tables viewed in con- 
neCtion together, diſplay a new ſcene of wonders 
to the contemplation of the pious, regularly and 
naturally arifing as the refult of theſe prophecies 
of the two witneſſes, (who are to “ ftand in their 
lot and upon their feet at the end of the 
* hs a Compare Daniel, laſt verſe; and Rev. 


** And conſider this, in connexion with what I have 
above informed you in regard te the fall of Liſbon, p- 39. 
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Ch. XI. 3. 11th, 1. e. as 1 ſhould ſuppoſe from 
ſeveral intimations of ſcripture, will riſe to life 
again near the end. of the world, at the com- 
< ing of Elias (with him] to, reſtore all thipgs:“) 
and their many numerations thus explained 
and calculated, and compared with St. Paul's 

deſcription of tbe man of An. This is apparent at 
ſight, by commencing at ſuch. notable Zras as 
anno 325 and. 476; and fully confirmed by an 
amazing ſucceſs accordingly, as to the time of 
many wonderful and characteriſtic paſt events 
happening, and ſeveral alarming, ones yet certain- 
ly to be expected, extending through the whole 
of each calculation, till. the arrival of their re- 
ſpective final periods. Theſe being the prepara- 
tive ſtrokes, gradually to break down the king- 
doms of the world tyrannizing over the Church 
of God, for to © ſet up that of the ftone when : 
«jt ſhall become a great mountain filling the 

« whole earth.“ For from my many ſupputati- 
ons of theſe ſacred times, days, &c..and commenc- 
ing from different ras z the following, periods 
are produced, VIZ. From the ſoyereignty of Ot- 
toman, anno 1300, comes out exactiy their lay- 
ing ſiege to Conſtantinople 1463. — And conſe- 
quently then, the final deſtruction, of their em- 
pire there in 1860.80 from the famous ra of 
anno 325, is calculated the notable event of the 
year. 606—and; proceeding /in. our accounts, we 
arrive at the time of our Wickliff's preaching 
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al of the eccle * Rica Aale at Rome, alluding to 
chap. xiv. laſt verſe, in 1870.—And in like 
manner proceeding! from 330, when Conftan- 
tine dedicated his new imperial City, it brings us 
to the year 610; when the Pantheon at Rome 
was dedicated to all Saini. And fo on to the 
ſame period of 1870. From the other celebrated 
ra in 476, is found 7563 when the Pope be- 
comes a temporal prince, and the ſcepter was 
added to the keys—As well as 1530, the very 
time the name of Proteſtants began.—-And the 
year 2020, probably to be Lignalized by ſome 
extraordinary cataſtrophe—And laſtly, from the 
year before Chriſt 165; when Judas Maccabzus 
inſtituted the feaſt of Lights, and dedicated again 
the cleanſed temple—Adding the wonderful 
Numberer's 2 300 days of years, amounts to the 
year of Chriſt 2135, for the Chriſtian feaſt of 
Lights, or the Millennium, to begin.—And by 
computing Daniel's and St. John's ſeveral num- 
bers, from the well-known grand atchievement 
of the year 800, we are brought exactly to the 
ſame glorious period of time; for the beginning 
of Wini felicity to the righteous, in the purified 
temple of the new Jeruſalem As moſt amazingly 
does, likewiſe, the inſidental and adventitious 
event, of that Abomination of deſolation“ 
Pope Joan, or Benedik, the 666, his deceaſe in 
857, with the 42 Months, juſtly calculated.— 
Here is, I can aver, as to theſe affairs, entire 
F'2 fatisfactſen 
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ſatisfaction to be found. Surely then theſe very 
intereſting concernments, cannot fail to excite 
the curioſity at leaſt, of every Sceptic; and in- 
ſpire all Cbriſtian Nathaniels to conjoin there- 
wich, as perfective of it, what is far more praiſe- 
worthy and well-pleaſing to the Deity And 
many other eſſential matters are herein treated 

of, bearing relation to this moſt momentous and 
eyer-engaging ſubje&t—Such as the preſent ſtate 
of the dead The two reſurrections—Millen- 
nium — And future ſtate and place of the dam- 
ned - Shewing from both reaſon and ſcripture, 


eſpecially from a paſſage of St. Paul's, that 400 


Things, all the entire works of God's hands, by 
an infinite and endleſs (to our ſcanty ideas) im- 
proving gradual progreſſion, and ſeries of un- 


interrupted temporal and local tryal and probation 


in the revolutions of abſolute Eternity, ſhall be 
reſtored to more than the original perfection they 


muſt have been created“ in the beginning, and 


prior to this preſent ſtate of our exiſtence have 
lapſed from; * at the grand Conſummation, when 
God ſhall 5e All in Alle ro whom be glory 
for ever and eur e 


3-4 ehe 0 origin of Boil in ohis Lifts is e and 
(uicfaQorily accounted for, and reconciled 'to our under- 
ſtanding, as the Kelig. Contrmp. is deſigned to ſhew,—And 
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Now then I will ſubmit the whole to the ſenti- 
ments and opinion, of the candid and curious 
adepts in theſe exceſſively curious ſtudies. And 
will conclude all with ſome Abpirrons 1 have 
| e ſince the cen of; De (fo 8 
5 e 


| ADDITIONS. to 0 1 Exturtan 


P. 1 3. to ond (c)—For they venture not to 
take ſuch unawed liberties, | with. the written 
Ward and Command, as © to add to or to diminiſh 
from” the ſimple ſenſe, and very words of Scrip- 
ture; nor to propoſe any article of faith, of a 

merely ſpeculative, metaphyſical, or contradic- 
tory nature; neither deſire or offer, to warp the 
weakeſt capacity, by ſtydied inferences, deduc- 
tions, art, or ſubtlety. I cannot but eſteem 
this compariſon of the invariable conduct of both 
parties, as an argument. of great force. and 
weighty conſideration, with every ſincere mind. 
For if the Athang/ian creed is ſolely to be picked 
out of the writings of its own patronizers, is 
therein and there only to be found; whilſt 
the Unitarians refer all to Scripture, as the 
F s directory and guide of Faith; If chis, 
I fay, be true, (and I think he muſt be hardy 

Enough indeed, that dares preſume to deny it) 
what 


+ 1 46 1 

what elſe can the advocates of this doctrine ad- 
vance in further ſupport of it: or whence their 
ſcruples to give it up and not eſpouſe it any lon- 
ger, but from a mercenary illiberal temper, and 
merely to keep up an intereſt and a party? *Tis 
hence moſt aſſuredly, that any fears and appre- 
henſions can ariſe, as only the ſecular intereſt of 
the church is in danger, or under tryal. 

P. 18. after eriſtence add and abſolute unity. 
This, and this only in an excluſive ſenſe, is uni- 
form, invariable, pure ſcriptural Chriſtian Deiſm, 
in plain oppoſition both to the metaphyſical of 
11 Orthodox, and the philoſophical of rue Ae. 
ralifts. eg: 

. 27. 1.2. after 5 word place—adl as as a note— 
Ic is quite impoſſible, for any imagination of a 
Tr ri-une God to ariſe, or that the conception of 
ſuch a being could exiſt, in the unprejudiced 
mind; after a devout tompariſon, of John xiy, 
165 26.— xv, | 26.—xvi, 75 1 13 Acts 1 li, 33. 3.— 

: There even appears an obſervable and 324 
„ gradation « or riſing, in theſe texts. 
| | P. 41, in (o) iſt. col. I. 3. from bottom, true 
1 ridicule add But whilſt perhaps the ſtrict unity 
of God the Father, is on the contrary a ſubje& 
quite natural, too pure and exalted, for the ap- 
plication « of this rough rouchſtone ; ; the former is 
apparently of ſo baſe” and groſs conſiſtence, as to 
gelrrve nothing elſe to complete it its | deſtruQtion ; ; 
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if indeed it be not quite too low and mean, to 
merit ſuch a ſpecious Win, 

8 85 9 . 4 them add The reſt 205 tha 
men which were not killed” in erde = 
Greeks. „„ Me <5 1 

„Pig, K from 1 A Nan 
es. Hrs Aden n yrs _ 

3 has 1: 3. e ned ae H The 
$ « holy one of Iſrael the high and lofty one, 
6 that inhabiteth eternity—who is W n 
„ and beſides whom, there is no God.“ 25 

We: 235. I. 10. me We dts.s ds of hs 
Jews and Chriſtians, of the Old Teſtament and 
the New, (and not of the Athanaſians made 
new and finiſhed at Nice, and ſet up by 
emperors of which this ric PR i a 88 
part.) J #5. n ran 
FE. 239. in the Las ut col. I. 3. . pO ro 
He hath hereby totally demoliſhed this huge 
Tyinitarian edifice, to its deepeſt laid foundations, 
and rendered it evermore unpolliple 49 be re- 
built on Proteſtant ground. 25 7 4 769 

P. 302. l. 13. eee as in 
nature, the extremes of things are apt to meet; 
ſo in religion, the wide circle of opinion is likely 
to be completed, by theſe uniting and conſpiring 
to apes > our Saviour's Mommy end TIP 
viii. 8 (ſee p. u WPI e 

os 1 368. 
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N. 308. 1 8. EX © by the ke 
We it is, we commonly ſee one wicked man 
ſuffers reſtraint, oppreſſion, or puniſhment, by 
another as bad; and ſinful people and nations, 
by turns become inſtruments to ſcourge and tor- 
ment each other; according to theſe wiſely ad- 
zuſted rules of nature, in this her admirable 
ſchool of Virtue, and the orderly courſe of Pro- 
vidence over the moral world. — And thus again 
often is vice regularly productive of puniſhment 
to itſelf, and virtue of its o] reward; as a ſure 
earneſt and foretaſte even in this preſent caprice 
of fate, and checkered ſcene of the inevitable re- 
ſult of things in an appointed ſtate of eternity 
When thut promiſcuous condition and confuſed 
mixture, muſt ceaſe with this appointed ftate of 
probatiom; and vice will never more, or in any 
manner, generate virtue, and much leſs virtue, 
vice, the time for recompente then commencing.— 
Hence you plainly ſee why theſe things are fo, 
and muſt be; each ſtrictly in character, with 
the preſent and: future Keie conſtituted Plan of 
our exiſtence. 

P. 2316.19. miſcondu&—ad4—tr js well if we 
45 not rather loſe ground ourſelves, on the 
whole ; and more probably 18 25 Infidelity 

1 91 2 7 than Sin ag © abroad. EET 
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Apvirtons to the Rz316! Cones, | 


1. 197k $: ee parenth: — if cheſs | 
paſſages only © are ſet forth for an example,“ it 
muſt ſeem like the greater circle were contained 
In the leſſer, or as explaining one difficulty by 
another, more abſtruſe and really profound.z 
which ſure can hardly be ſuppoſed. And this 
therefore, (though not ſo underſtood perhaps 


when revealed) we may now perceive was in fact, 


argumentum ad Hominem. 
P . 20. l. 14. Powers. —end paragraph 45. 
Or why, think you, do we find mention of theſe 
affairs at all? they othegwiſe ſeem uſeleſs and ſuper- 
fluous, or to excite in the worthieſt minds mere 
idle curiofity, which were quite prefumption but 


to imagine of divine Revelation. 
P. 25. 1. 28. Creature. ellen with 


liberty of will, choice of good or evil, and free 
ANY „ 
P. 27. 1. 16: Brutes. Audi And is there not 
as palpable a characteriſtic difference even in the 
human ſpecies, as any found amongſt the brutal 
kinds? ſome of 

— 1. 20. Being. au⁰ which to eſteem 6s 
the true moral ſubjects, and which are not ſuch, 
of a certainty; which are deſigned as candidates 
for immediate reſtoration to celeſtial felicity, or 
are deſtined to further terreſtrial-probation, for it; 
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in n progtels of che divine plan of happineſs and 
_ bove univerſal. 
P. 52. 1. 3. del us and Ad- vand his diſpen- 
ſations towards us, N the * extent of 
our exiſtence. 
J. 10. from bottoms, this—add—infinitely 
extenſive ſyſtem ; for thus we eaſily account for 
the original and peculiar enmity, between theſe 
great potentates; why the kingdom ſhould be 
given to Maſiab for a time; the preſent viſible 
(almoſt) intercourſe between infernal and earthly, 
earthly and angelic ſpirits, is very reafonably ad- 
miſſible according to Revelation; and the near 
fimilitude between human ſouls and the divine 
one of Chriſt, is likewiſe conſpicuous. And in 
ſhort, every thing ſeems thus, eaſily reconcileable 
to nature, reaſon, and religion; and the doc- 
trines of probation, redemption, and a future 
ſtate, are ſufficiently cleared of all obſcurity. 

P. 55. 1. 19. Here, add and aſſerting ſo 
openly and poſitively his faith, in a general re- 
furrection of the body, and future ſtate of retri- 
bution immediately to ſucceed the preſent; is 
direct oppoſition to the Metempſycheſis or endleſs | 
revolution of the ſoul, for ſins committed in one 
body. to be me in W e 
r NN 
P. 56. 1: 6. vw 9 in him,“ e d 
therefore it concerns his ſupreme Majeſty, infi- 
nitely to reſent a contempt of ſuch unutterably 

5 magnificent 


E 
magnificent favours, obtained for us By 22 death 
of his only-begotten Son. 
. k : Fate ad 5 Ui hy porhelis f 
an univerſal pre-exiſtence of ſouls, helps us then, 
at laſt, to an eaſy and intelligible {ſolution of that 
perplexing, and hitherto inſuperable difficulty, 
che grand queſtion of antiquity, concerning the 
Soul of Chriſt. —For-on the foregoing ſuppoſition, 
he evidently appears to have been, as we are 
plainly and expreſly told he was, a Man , like 
«unto us his brethren (for a ſpirit hath not 
„ fleſh and bones as ye ſee me have,” Luke 
xxiv. 39.) all of us heirs and co-heirs together; 
and with him, the offspring and ſons of the one 
almighty Father of heaven and earth; his brethren, 
fellows, and according to the ſtated condition 
of this our common nature, made alike, ſubjects 
of tryal and mortality And this without a me- 

taphor or myſtery, but in the plain literal mean: 
ing of the words of inſpiration, only * that in 
all things he ſhould have the pre: eminence. — 
Now then, what need can there be for the 
groundleſs and abſurd doctrine, of two diſtinct 
natures in him, a divine and human, in an abſo- 
lutely excluſive ſenſe, otherwiſe thanin ourſelves? 
or why that jargon, of his being God-man ?-or 
elſe to ſuppoſe, the Logos Gipplicd the place in 
him, of the human ſoul? So unintelligible and 
futile all this, when we know him to have been 
sin all points tempted like as we are, yet with- 
“ out ſin;“ and that after the example of this 
3 G 2 5 „ 
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pur great leader be Captain of Salvation, through 


ſufferings we mult learn obedience, and ſo regain 


our native heaven, the only original manſion af 


every pure ſpirit, which is the breath of God.— 
Or more unreaſonable yet, that any ſtill ſhould 
continue to teach the ſhocking impieties af 
the Trinitarians, of his being co-equal, and 


of the ſame individual nature and eſſence with 


his own God and Father; and thus 1 in the ſtricteſt 


fulleſt ſenſe, one or in unity with the Gadhead.— 


A Dogma, fo totally deſtructive of the adorable 
divine and abſolute unity of the One ſupreme 


fountain of being, (the prime article this, of all 


true morals and religion from the foundation of 
the world. )—With all other ſhameful reveries 
and mere confuſed imaginations of filly mortals, 


on which the Tritheiftic ſyſtern alone depends for 


ſupport z but which entirely contradict all ſober 
reaſoning, the meaning in words, and uſe of 
language itſelf, and even exclude, nay inter- 


dict the proper exerciſe of the faculties of the 
human mind; in daring oppoſition to the con- 
ſtant teaching, labour, and whole tenour of 


Chriſt's own life, words, and actions. But 


according to this ſentiment, the peculiar mode 


of language in which the divine oracles are 
eloathed, becomes familiar, being adapted to 
dur conceptions; and all metaphor under which 
theſe great truths are 9 ſeems natural and 
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| Laſtly, 
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1 F. 
Laftly,. Hence 1. 16. was to n 
offered up for the offence of the whole Crea- 
jure, and thereby « in him, to recondle the world 
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unto the Father.“ This, 

e mind. add And if evi ones are 
permitted to influence our minds, to fin; why 
not qur bodies, to ſickneſs? "Nay, can we ima- 
gine a more-ſujtable trial. of our virtue? Such 
alarms will rouſe us up to ſtand on our guard 
and reſiſt the Devil, if any thing can; and there- 
by accompliſh God's gracious purpoſe, with us, 


hy theſe viſitations. 
„„ from bottom. Nature. —44— 


How far the literal ſenſe of Dan. iv. 31. et ſeq; 
ſhauld be allowed, I know not—Bur real or fi- 
gurative, it ſeems to imply, and is ſomewhat 
like an inſtance of it; that all ſpirits are alike, 
the Breath of God, — That the ſoul of man placed 
in a brute body, is but a real brute; and vice 
ver ſa.— That all fleſh is ſtrictly the ſame, ; viz. 

Grass, literally, we well know. —And that i it is 
in a flux ſtate, continually changing, renewing, 
intermixing promiſcuouſly together, men with 
brutes and brutes with men; all are devourers 
one of another, is undeniable.— If fo near a kin 
in externals, why ſhould the internal better 
part of both, be ſuppoſed ſuch very great 
ſtrangers: this caſe is worthy conſideration in 
Fhis VIEW, —» 


And 
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And now, Gents, I have your , permiſſion, 1 
don't queſtion, . to conclude this formed-able 
Letter. And at parting, I will gladden your 
Adieu. For I am reſolved to live no 
longer a terror to M. Revie wers and Mag. Re- 
marks, &c. and to make ſuch dreadful impreffions 
upon them, by any other of my © formidable, 
& tedious, &c, great books and title· pages. 
Having already afforded you ſufficient matter, 
for peace and joy in believing better things than 
only—That I am your conſtant reader, and 
(better ſtill) purchaſer, and often much admirer 
too.— So will LORE. leave to ſubſcribe myſelf Che 
author of , 25 | 5 
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; * a Bough Mart, crib, will 3 N true | 
reading here ſhould be in one word, formidable; as far more 
agreeable to the manner of the writer, and conſonant to the 
facred all-ſufficient rules of omnipotent criticiſm. But for 
all that, ſome are humbly of opinion, that much may be 
aid on both fides, as it not unfrequently happeneth, in 
caſes of ſuch vaſt 1 to ee n. 
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